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position that the complication of the scheme (which
means a certain minuteness of detail necessary for
the application of a perfectly simple and intelligible
principle) is a greater evil than the injustice, incon-
sistency, and demoralisation which characterise the
present system. But, inasmuch as the proposal is
based upon reason and justice, there can be little
doubt that it will ultimately prevail; indeed it is to
the complete adoption of this scheme that the views
and arguments of those by whom each successive
victory in the cause of progress has been gained are
(though they are often themselves unaware of it) really
directed. Except in " personal representation " there
is no real political liberty ; and of this one reason is
that there is no other way of giving to the voter that
intelligent interest in the general welfare, and therefore
in the choice of his representative as connected with
that welfare, which can compete with his indolence
and self-love. Under Mr. Hare's scheme 'the elector
has, in a general published list of candidates, for any
one of whom he may vote in the order of his pre-
ference as shown by his voting paper, some possibility
of choosing a representative in whose ability, wisdom,
and patriotism he has confidence, or whose political
.opinions he approves; and, on the other hand, instead
of a very fair chance of being wholly unrepresented
or misrepresented, he has the certainty of a share, and
a share equal to that of any other elector, in the
choice of the governing body. There can be no doubt
that under this system not only the number of persons
proposing to enter Parliament, but their qualifications